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of the hostility with which Mirabeau was regarded
that they should have been heard without the slightest
sign of approbation.

When, in obedience to the royal commands, the
nobility and clergy joined the Commons, the shouts
of " Vive le Rolf " were so loud and continuous that they
could be heard as far as Marli. The popular enthusi-
asm extended even to the queen. It is clear that, in spite
of the fatal mistakes that had already been made, the
loyalty of Frenchmen was not yet extinct, and that all
moderate men, the vast majority both in and outside
the Assembly, would have rallied round the throne, had
any trouble been taken to inspire them with confidence
in the intentions of the king and his advisers. Instead
of this, with a strange mixture of military circumstance
and sinister mystery, some 20,000 or 30,000 troops, for
the most part foreigners, were collected round Versailles,
and more were known to be on the march, when Necker
was dismissed on July 11.

What was the plan of the new ministry? It is
probable that nothing had been decided. It is certain
that the intentions of the king were not the same as
those of Artois and the Polignacs. The Court no doubt
trusted that, when the military preparations were com-
pleted, the influence of the queen and the dread of
anarchy might induce the king to sanction a vigorously
repressive policy, although they may scarcely have
determined what shape that policy should take. It;
was probably for this reason that they tolerated, even
if they did not actually encourage, the disorders in Paris,
and left B>esenval, the military commander, without
orders or effective support.